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the various significations which the expression     S.                     <*n ^^^ " 1S liere rendercd

(7) The name of this place is written variously in the MSS.   They give the following readings-
6^, dejjsf, and AJ-^.    It is perhaps the Hira of Naisapur; see vol. II. page 674.

fS) See vol. I. page 97, note.

i'9) Literally: calumniators,

fio) Nomfin al-Arak is the name of a valley or glen between Mekka and Taif,

(11) This idea, so burlesque in the translation, does not present the same ludicrous image m the original
text; the quibble on the word bi-nomdn (which signifies also at the place called Nomdn,) diverting the atten-
tion of the reader from its absurdity.

IBN ABI 'S-SAKR.

Abu Jl-Hasan Muhammad ItnrAli Ibn al-Hasan Ibn Omar, surnamed Ibn Abi
's-Sakr, was a native of Wasit and a doctor of the Shafite sect. He studied jurispru-
dence under the shaikh Abu Ishak as-Shirazi (vol. Lp. 9), but, yielding to his pre-
dominant passion for the cultivation of literature and poetry, he became principally
known as a amateur of the belles-lettres. I saw, at Damascus, in the Ashrafiya
library, the diwdn of his poetical works, which collection is preserved in the turba
(or mausoleum) erected over the tomb of al41alik al-Ashraf. It is situated to the
north of the (edifice erected a$ an) addition to the Great Mosque (al-J&mi 'l-Kabir) and
called al-Eallasa. This diwdn forms one volume. The author was extremely partial
to the Shafite sect, and manifested this sentiment in a number of kdstdas generally
known by the title of a$-Sh&fiya (the Shafian); he composed also some elegies on the
death of the shaikh Abu Ishak. In the elegant precision of Jais style, the beauty of
his penmanship, 'and.the excellence of his poetry* he displayed talenis of the very
highest drder. Abu '1-Maali '1-Haziri (vol. L p. 563) mentions him in the Zim tad-
Bahr, and quotes tlics following piece of his amongst others;